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College Bound VISTA FAQs
	Cost of Living and Benefits

	What is the cost of living?

	The living stipend varies from year-to-year and is determined by the poverty level the day you are sworn in (last day of your Pre-Service Orientation). On average, VISTAs in St. Louis make about $463 every other week.  (This is determined by adding 10% to the St. Louis poverty level).

	Do I qualify for food stamps?

	Generally, VISTAs qualify for food stamps.  If you have a large amount of savings, you may not.  VISTAs who apply and qualify will receive an EBT card, which works like a debit card, and automatically reloads each month.  

	What is the relocation allowance and when will I receive it?

	Relocation allowances vary depending on where you are moving from and are distributed after you start your position.  Half of the reimbursement is included in your first paycheck.  It typically takes a month so to receive the remaining balance.

	What does my health plan cover?

	SevenCorners provides health coverage for active AmeriCorps VISTAs.  The plan is fairly comprehensive but does exclude pre-existing conditions.  (e.g. If you have a history of kidney stones and develop one during your year, it will not be covered).  However, if you fall off a cliff (true example), you will be covered for any injuries.  It does not include vision or dental.


	About College Bound VISTA

	What happens during PSO?

	All new VISTAs are required to attend a four-day Pre-Service Orientation (PSO) training.  Members from around the country will come together to receive a general overview of the VISTA program and to learn the challenges of living in and fighting poverty.  You will receive more specific training for College Bound during your comprehensive two-week On-Site Orientation Training (OSOT).  OSOT will begin the week after you return from PSO and will include information on College Bound, our students, our partners, our expectations, and your specific responsibilities.

	Where is the College Bound office located?

	College Bound is located at 110 North Jefferson, St. Louis, MO 63103.  Our office is a two-story white brick building on the east side of Jefferson, between Market and Pine.  There is a parking lot behind the building, which can be entered through the alley directly south of the building.

	What is the policy on personal and sick time?

	All College Bound VISTAs receive 10 personal days and 10 sick days. College Bound also has a comp time policy for VISTAs.


